WEEK THREE | MAGNA CARTA: CIVIL WAR TO REVOLUTION, 1642-1776 
Magna Carta and its Legacies: Freedom and protest. 
OFFERED BY. 
¢« University of London 
e The University of London is a federal University which includes 18 world leading 
Colleges. Our distance learning programmes were founded in 1858 and have enriched the 
lives of thousands of students, delivering high quality University of London degrees 
wherever our students are across the globe. Our alumni include 7 Nobel Prize winners. 
Today, we are a global leader in distance and flexible study, offering degree programmes 
to over 50,000 students in over 180 countries. To find out more about studying for one of 
our degrees where you are, visit www.london.ac.uk. 
This week is again run by Professor Justin Champion and is entitled:- 
WEEK THREE | Magna Carta: Civil War to Revolution, 1642-1776. 
WEEK THREE | LEARNING OUTCOMES. 
e How Magna Carta was used in debates from the English Civil War to the American 
Revolution. 
e Consider how these ideas crossed both time and space. 
e How historians might identify and begin to analyse relevant publication patterns in respect 
to the three learning objectives below. 
LEARNING OBJECTIVES. 
e Analyse how the ‘idea’ rather than the ‘event’ of Magna Carta came to be used by 
conservative and radical political groups. 
¢ Review the export of the tradition of Magna Carta into the American colonies. 
e Examine the use of Magna Carta in political cartoons from the period. 
WEEK THREE READINGS. 
What is Whig History? 
If you'd like an easy explanation of what the term Whig History means then please click here 
Coke and the Ancient Constitution in America. 
Ancient Constitutionalism: Sir Edward Coke's Contribution to the Anglo-American Legal 
Tradition by Jason S. Crye 
The English Radical Whig Origins of American Constitutionalism by David N. Mayer. 


The Roots of Liberty: Magna Carta, Ancient Constitution, and the Anglo-American Tradition of 
the Rule of Law by Ellis Sandoz. 


Some background information on some key figures. 
If you'd like to learn more about John Wilkes then please click here If you'd like to learn more 
about who Arthur Beardmore then please click here. 
NOTES FROM WEEK THREE. 
3.1 - Week Three Introduction 
0:29 - 0:31 
the rights of freeborn Englishmen in this period? 
Your Notes 
I believe that the deeper intent of the enshrined Rights in the Magna Carta began to be understood 
that said Rights include all Free Men, whether born in England or elsewhere. 


3.2 - The Discovery of Magna Carta: Common Law, The Ancient Constitution and Sir Edward 
Coke - part 2 
0:17 - 0:34 
The traditional understanding of the English Constitution had been that the king had two sorts of 
duties. One was a duty to do justice to his people. What this meant in effect was that he had a 
duty to run a court system that behaved in predictable ways. The second was a duty to serve the 
common good. 
Your Notes. 
Herein lay the Challenge. One person had the power over a Court System which served the 
Common Good and the power to serve the common good, when their Good was not considered 
Common, but ordained by God. So, a Court of ordinary Human Beings was out of place to 
pronounce negatively of action taken by a superior Human Being. 
3.3 - Who was Free Born John and What did he represent? 
1:46 - 1:53 
So how does Magna Carta negotiate the sort of national circumstances of its origins? 
Your Notes. 
My reading of the Readings so far, strongly support the direction Sir Edward Coke was taking in 
visualizing in the Magna Carta an Ancient Constitution, which would consider National 
Circumstances, where it is for clarity. 
3.5 - The Legacy of Sir Edward Coke and the Reinvention of Liber Homo into the Freeborn 
Englishman - part 1 
8:30 - 8:33 
the only liberties that it protects are the liberties of the rich. 
Your Notes. 
But the rich meant, in my humble view, both men and women. The ignored poor also meant men 
and women. Some women Still feel up to this day that to ignore them as a special class of human 
beings is unjust. Men and women are equal human beings with important biological differences, 
which does not depreciate their equal value. When all of us reach that level of maturity; we will 
be ina safe space. 

9 VIDEOS IN WEEK THREE. 
e Video: Lecture3.1 - Week Three Introduction 
e Video: Lecture3.2 - The Discovery of Magna Carta: Common Law, The Ancient Constitution 
and Sir Edward Coke 
e Video: Lecture3.3 - Who was Free Born John and What did he represent? Duration: 
e Video: Lecture3.4 - Who were the Whigs? . 
e Video: Lecture3.5 - The Legacy of Sir Edward Coke and the Reinvention of Liber Homo into 
the Freeborn Englishman - part 1 
e Video: Lecture3.6 - The Legacy of Sir Edward Coke and the Reinvention of Liber Homo into 
the Freeborn Englishman - part 2 
e Video: Lecture3.7 - How did Magna Carta and its principles take root in America. 


Video: Lecture3.8 - Interpreting Political Cartoons 
Video: Lecture3.9 - Week Three Summary. 


9 TEXT SUBSCRIPTS IN WEEK THREE. 


| 
subtitle-9 Who — subtitle-8 Summary subtitle-7 subtitle-6 How did _— subtitle-5 The subtitle-4 The 
were the Whigs.txt of week three.txt Interpreting PoliticaMagna Carta and itsLegacy of Sir EdwarcLegacy of Sir Edwarc 


subtitle-3 Who was __ subtitle-2 The subtitle-1 
Free Born John.txt Discovery of Magna __Introduction.txt 


The Rule Of Law. DISCUSSION PROMPT. 
Duration: 10 minutes10 min 
What are the implications of this in terms of how the rule of law relates to other concepts 
associated with Magna Carta, such as individual liberty, and what does it tell us about the 
changing idea of the basis of the law, authority and the balance of power between the executive 
and the judiciary? 
Your response has been submitted. Engage and discuss with other learners below! 
1. Donald Berment's Post. DB. Donald Berment 
The rule of law is a truth established only by the efforts to make it a reality so far. Individual 
liberty was aggressively pursued in the judicial systems up to the present time. But as Dr. Hannah 
Dawson said Quote "governments will do what they want". In my country Trinidad and Tobago, 
it is a challenge to monitor and control the attempts of mismanagement by government. Here the 
expense and commitment by lawyers is of concern. I do not know what challenges other countries 
face to fully reach a successful rule of law state. The times here when the balance of power 
between the executive and the judiciary were successful, are too few to mention. This is one of 
the reasons for my determination to acquire my LLB via London University and my LEC in my 
country. A lot more can be achieved with powerful, dynamic pleading in the legal system and a 
masterful command of law is the tool, which will be used and needed critically. COVID-19 is 
God's Message that we must do better or become extinct. 
S M's Post 
SM 
The Rule of law and the idea that the law applies even to the King links directly to liberty by 
preventing the King from being able to falsely or unfairly imprison people 
W T's Post 
WT 
Magna Carta as was said in the famous words of Eleanor Roosevelt, the wife of President F.D. 
Roosevelt of the United States, its originating principles were at the heart of the rule of law in all 
democracies and jurisdictions across the world. Magna Carta's significance to the rule of law has 
not been about its content but the principle that the governed and the governors must all be 
governed by the law as is established by all the stakeholders within a democracy. 
The immortal clauses 39 and 40 have been the constant in almost all constitutions within the 
English-speaking world. Clause 61 could be the mother of all the parliaments in the 
commonwealth including that of the English Parliament. 


BIPM OO: ca cineucieeaeines Donald D. Berment, Lifelong Student/Education (LLSTU) Goal (LLEDU). 


